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Business & Real Estate

Sales samplings provided by area real-
estate firms. Market samplings gleaned 
at random from listings.
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There’s a hilltop Victo-
rian manse, a couple 
blocks back from the 

Washington Green, that 
rises from the landscape as 
a symbol of ingenuity, perse-
verance and, in its own way, 
kinship. 

Symbolism is, in fact, a 
substantial characteristic of 
this 19th-century home that 
was originally built for spool 

cotton baron and Freema-
son Lucious A. Barbour. He 
lived in Hartford and ran the 
Willimantic Linen Company, 
but as a member of the se-
cret society whose influence 
is so pervasive it can even 
be seen on the dollar bill, he 
had his own summer house 
filled with rich architectural 
details embodying the frater-
nal order’s iconography. 

It still stands there, 128 
years later, with its integrity 
intact and its numerous Free-
mason imagery architectural-
ly ingrained. For that reason, 
the Ferry Bridge Road home, 
now the abode of Hans and 

Louise van Tartwijk, will 
soon receive a Connecti-
cut Preservation Award in 
the Physical Preservation 
category. 

“We’re going to get 
an award and it will say 
to people that it is OK, 
you don’t always have to 
change a house,” said Mrs. 

van Tartwijk, who, with her 
husband, bought the home 
in 2009 and then engaged 
in about a year of renova-
tions to see it restored to its 
original beauty. 

It was necessary for a 
home with five previous 
owners. It would be a sin to 
let a treasure such as this 

one, known lovingly as Rock 
Gate, to languish in disrepair 
or be turned into something 
high-tech or, even worse, 
ripped to the ground. There 
is too much history, too much 
significance and too much 
symbolism. 

The shingle-style struc-
ture from 1885 is a symbol 
of Victorian architecture. Its 
nearly 10,000 square feet of 
custom built living space is 
a symbol of the inventive-
ness that was a hallmark of 
acclaimed local architect Eh-
rick Rossiter. Its ubiquitous 
use of angles and radiating 
suns and installations found 
in denominations of seven, 
and many watchful eyes, is a 
symbol of the historic frater-
nal order. 

In the early 20th cen-
tury there were some major 
revisions, and its brilliance 
was compromised. The most 
glaring of all examples is that 
the wood siding was stripped 
and replaced with heavy shot 
stucco. Over time, the house 
went from being a private 
residence to being part of a 
boarding school—to being 
abandoned and then re-
turned to its role as a private 
residence. 

Then the van Tartwijks, 
visiting from Holland in 
2006, noticed it and fell fast 
in love. Ms. van Tartwijk, an 
American who lived for 23 
years overseas, thought this 
would be a great place to 
introduce her four daughters 
to education in the States. 

By 2009, it belonged to 
the Dutch family, but work 
was necessary to bring it 
back to the life it once knew.

Rock Gate Getting an Award

The
real

esTaTe
 waTch

on the market

Bantam...$120,000 

A former greenhouse 
that can be three large 
greenhouses. This house 
for plants has more than 
an acre of land surround-
ing it. Listed by Goodfel-
low Ashmore. Sold by fa-
hey Associates Realtors. 

New Milford...$270,000  

A 1990 townhouse with 
2 bedrooms and 3 bath-
rooms. Light and airy, and 
the community has a Can-
dlewood Lake beach and 
a pool. Listed by Fazzone 
& Harrison. Sold by Bain 
Real Estate. 

Sherman...$135,000

A 1935 Cape with 4 bed-
rooms and 1 bathroom. In 
a quiet area, this home has 
a wraparounf screened-in 
porch and possible access 
to Squantz Pond. Listed by 
Fazzone & Harrison. Sold 
by Bain Real Estate. 

Sharon...$679,000 

A 1922 Cottage with 
3 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. This 6-room home 
on 9 acres has gardens and 
orchard and guesthouse. 
Listed by Litchfield Hills 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty. 

New Milford...$228,900 

A 1940 Cape with 3 
bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Spacious main 
floor and new kitchen ap-
pliances. Listed by William 
Raveis Real Estate.

Salisbury...$225,000

A 1964 ranch with 4 
bedrooms and 1 bath-
room. Near town and in a 
quiet neighborhood with 
great views. Listed by Best 
& Cavallaro. 

Kent...$4,895,000
A 2013 custom-built 

home with 2 bedrooms 
and 3 bathrooms. Old style 
meets new construction; 
western views overlook-
ing meadows pond/pool. 
Listed by Litchfield Hills 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty.
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LITCHFIELD—Plan-
ning a vineyard setting 
for her latest book, best-
selling romance novelist 
Kristan Higgins didn’t 
need to look far. Her 

brother, Michael Higgins, 
owns the Litchfield Hills 
Wine Market. 

In celebration of her 
new novel, “The Best 
Man,” which was released 
in February, the brother 
and sister held a wine 
tasting and book- signing 
March 20 at wine shop in 

the Village Green plaza 
on West Street (Route 
202).

“I’ve never written a 
book that deals with wine 
or vineyards or anything,” 
Ms. Higgins said. “So, I 
was coming up with the 
idea for this book and I 
thought I wanted to write 

about a family-run busi-
ness and wanted it to be 
picturesque and lovely 
and a place that I could 
stay and relax while I 
write three books set in 
this area.”

Being “a big Yankee,” 
Ms. Higgins said she likes 
her books to be set in the 
Northeast because she 
thinks “there’s a very dis-
tinct sensibility for us.” 

She and her brother are 
both from Durham, Conn. 
Eventually, Ms. Higgins 
decided to base her tril-
ogy in the Finger Lakes 
region in New York, at her 
brother’s suggestion.

“I credit my brother 
with kind of guiding me 
to the Finger Lakes,” she 
said. It was her publicist 
who came up with the 
idea of doing a book-sign-

ing and wine tasting at her 
brother’s store. 

“The Best Man” is a 
romantic comedy about 
a woman who returns 
to her hometown three 
years after she was left at 
the altar. She is forced to 
confront the ghosts of her 
past and her ex-fiancé at 
her family’s vineyard in 

Litchfield Wine and Romance

Laurie Gaboardi

Hans and Louise van Tartwijk at Rock Gate.

‘We’re going to get 
an award and it will 
say to people that it 
is OK, you don’t al-
ways have to change 
a house.’
—Louise van Tartwijk,
Rock Gate co-owner

Please see Rock on A15

Please see Book on A15

Litchfield...$270,000  

A 1979 log home with 
3 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. This home, sold 
furnished, has 2 decks and 
the 2.4-acre property has 
a pond. Listed and sold 
by Fahey Associates Real-
tors.

Time to Plan for Summer…

Time to Build…

Views of Lake Waramaug
Newly renovated and expanded home above Lake
Waramaug. Foyer with views, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
huge stone fireplace. Bluestone terrace with views and
brand new gunite pool. 3 bedroom guest house. All new
furniture.
$12,000 August 12th – Labor Day 2013 or
$6,000 per month annual lease or
$4,000 per month Sept 2013 - May 2014

Western Views Warren
3+/- Acres. Gorgeous gently sloping lot 375 feet
above Lake Waramaug surrounded by multi-million
dollar estates. Peaceful and scenic location. Good
elevation, sun and western views. Stone walls on three
sides. Large white birch trees. Access to Warren town
beach. Lightly cleared, many improvements.
New Price: $295,000

Ultimate Washington Escape
This incredibly chic Dutch colonial offers complete
privacy and views from a huge stone terrace that will
take your breath away! Over-sized outdoor spa. 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths. Includes full-time caretaker on
the premises.
Available April, May @ $8,000 per month. June @
$19,000, July and August @ $22,000 per month.
More time available.

Pond-side Bridgewater
Best deal in Bridgewater! 6 +/- acres abutting Nature
Conservancy land. Old stone walls, dramatic rock
outcroppings and building site overlooking the pond.
Located amidst million dollar estates and close to
Lake Lillinonah for fishing and canoeing. 1 hour 20
minutes to NYC. First time on the market in 150
years! New Price $259,000

Unique Washington Shingle Style
Set on 10 acres with heated gunite pool and har-tru
tennis court. Great room with vaulted ceilings and
fireplace. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths. Screened-in porch,
jacuzzi, sauna, gym, ping pong. Close to land trust
trails. An A+ location with complete privacy.
Available June 1st @ $5,700 per month annually.

Estate Area Land Roxbury
3.5 +/- Acres. Beautiful building lot in estate area.
High land with flat, open field, and stone walls, woods
and Western exposure. 4 bedroom percs and soil
testing done. A Great Deal!
New Price: $225,000

matthewsgroupre.com


