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LITCHFIELD >> Kimberley
Locke, 2003 season “Ameri-
can Idol” contestant, gave a
speech to about 100 attend-
ees at Unlocking Litchfield’s
“First birthday” party at Li-
tchfield Distillery Saturday
evening. Locke joined other
speakers including actress
Yolanda Ross of the upcom-
ing Netflix series “The Get
Down” and etiquette lec-
turer Karen Thomas of Tor-
rington. Locke joked to the
audience that she had been
a “victim of gentle stalking”
by Unlocking Litchfield blog
owners Lora Warnick and
Beverley Canepari.

“They were gently persis-
tent,” Locke laughed. “We be-
came friends and had about
10 dinners together. I’m orig-
inally from Tennessee but I
live now in Danbury. Con-
necticut is home for me now.”
While living in the area,
Locke said she got to know
Warnick and Canepari as
friends for about two years
prior to having a photo shoot
for the blog.

“I was driving in the car
with Lora one day,” said
Locke, “And Lora said, ‘I’m
going to start a blog.’ Myself,
I had an idea and pursued
a dream, and that dream
came true, so I encouraged
her. Lora had a vision. It is
such a great blog that high-
lights businesses.”’

Following her speech,
Locke mentioned that one
of her next projects in-
cludes signing to her man-
agement company her first
artist, Bond Villain, a New
York singer who makes “or-
chestral rock music.” Locke
said, “He is such a talent. He
writes one song per week,
lyrics and music.”

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Warnick and Canepari cel-
ebrated the blog’s first year
with many of its artistic sub-
jects mingling or its featured
vendors and sponsors serv-

ing duck confit hash, salmon
crepe cakes, and mango-aru-
gula-miso spring rolls as well
as craft beer and wine at ta-
bles. A photographer filled in
for Warnick’s usual photog-
rapher-duties, so she could
host the event.

The party was held in Li-
tchfield Distillery’s large bre-
whouse amid various giant
brass kettles and intercon-
necting tubes and nozzles as
well as stacks of large bar-
rels upon the walls, some
with lifelike statues of crows
standing upon them. The ef-
fectwassomething like “Side-
ways” meets “The Birds.”

Following countless pho-
tos taken with guests at
the party’s small red-carpet
area, Warnick and Canepari
led the audience with a wine-
glass toast to the blog’s future
work. “People ask us how we
monetize the blog,” Warnick
joked with the crowd. “The
truth is that we don’t. We de-
pend on donations and pass-
ing the hat.”

Prior to the party, War-
nick said she and Canepari
both work at full-time and
part-time positions in ad-
dition to regularly putting
out the blog. “It can be very
hard to keep a balance,” said
Warnick. “I don’t know how
we do it. But doing the blog
doesn’t feel like work. We
have done more than I really
thought we would in a year.”

On interviewing people
for the blog, Warnick said,
“It’s been a great way to get
to know our neighbors and
connect with the commu-
nity.”

She said the blog’s first-
birthday party was “a good
way to network and to thank
them for all their help.”

Warnick said among the
dozens of articles planned
for the blog’s second year
will be a series about plan-
ning for Warnick’s upcom-
ing wedding. “We are keep-
ing it in Litchfield County,”
she said. “This will be some-
thing brides-to-be will want

to learn about.”
During the party, actress

Ross gave a speech about
how she met the blog own-
ers. “I was a member of the
‘gentle-stalking club,’” joked
Ross. “But I got to know
them as my best friend Su-
zanne lives up here as well.”

Ross said she and the blog
owners have since socialized
and gotten ice cream locally.

Addressing Warnick and
Canepari, she said, “I am ex-
cited for you guys and about
the work. You really make it
happen.”

On her upcoming TV se-
ries “The Get Down,” Ross
said “It is about New York in
the 70s, and the start of hip-
hop and disco and punk, and
children coming from the
rubble in the Bronx and mak-
ing things happen. I think
it’ll be a game-changer: Baz
Luhrmann and TV. You’ll be

hearing about it.” Ross re-
ferred to Luhrmann, the vi-
sionary Australian film di-
rector of such lavish ro-
mantic movies as “Moulin
Rouge!” and “Romeo + Ju-
liet.”

Etiquette lecturer Karen
Thomas of Torrington spoke
next, humorously present-
ing Warnick and Canepari
with a framed photograph
of when they took Thomas’
class “Dining Debonair: How
to Meet, Eat, and Compete
In Business” in order to re-
view it for the blog. After her
speech, Thomas, wearing her
trademark large-pearl neck-
lace, commented, “The girls
do a phenomenal job. The
blog is a staple for eating and
shopping.” Thomas, who for
15 years has done etiquette-
related private consulta-
tions, spoken at 30 colleges,
and serves as a correspon-
dent for two local TV shows,
added that her lessons are of-
ten needed by many in some
quarters: “Technology is a
blessing and a curse. Often
you see a family out at din-
ner, and they all have their
phones out. Technology has
a time and place.”

Barry Labendz, who
poured from taps his dark
lager and light beer to
guests from his vendor ta-
ble for Kent Falls Brewing
Company in Kent, said the
event was “a great chance
to network and to get out of
routines.”

Clothing designer Bartley
Johnstone of B Johnstone
and artist John Scofield, both
of Sharon, partook in the fes-
tivities. Johnstone said of the
blog owners: “They are su-
per girls. The blog has been
sogoodforLitchfieldCounty.”

Scofield added, “They are
very enthusiastic. They are
bringing together many busi-
nesses.”

Self-help author Cindy

Miller attended along with
her brother, Goshen ab-
stract painter Steven Miller.
Ms. Miller, who is author of
the inspirational book “Is
That All There Is: The Jour-
ney Within,” said, “They are
really bringing the commu-
nity together. People are re-
discovering the area.”

Sherry and Eric Leitz of
Leitz Leather of Washington,
whose handmade leather
pocketbooks and accessories
were featured in the Unlock-
ing Litchfield blog, sampled
the various vendors’ tables.

Leitz said, “We are from
New York City but now
we are full-time Litchfield
County residents. This is an
amazing event.”
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Blog’s first birthday party celebrated at Litchfield Distillery
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Christopher Chichester and Emilia Jaguera of Sunset
Meadow Vineyards of Goshen introduced about 100visitors
to their vintages at culture blog Unlocking Litchfield’s
“First Birthday” party at Litchfield Distillery ,at 569
Bantam Rd., in Litchfield on Saturday evening. Activities
included speeches from Ross as well as the 2003-season
“American Idol” contestant Kimberley Locke and etiquette
lecturer Karen Thomas of Torrington.

Pictured among beer barrels and crow sculptures, self-help
author Cindy Miller attended the culture blog Unlocking
Litchfield’s “First Birthday” party.

Yolanda Ross of the upcoming Netflix series “The Get
Down,” right, gave a speech with culture blog Unlocking
Litchfield’s owners Lora Warnick and Beverley Canepari to
about 100visitors at the blog’s “First Birthday” party.

Etiquette lecturer Karen Thomas of Torrington was among 100guests who attended the
culture blog Unlocking Litchfield’s “First Birthday” party at Litchfield Distillery.

“American Idol” contestant
Kimberley Locke attended
the culture blog Unlocking
Litchfield’s “First Birthday”
party.
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860-868-0511
Private Roxbury Enclave

Stylish and expansive country home with
4 bedrooms, 3.4 baths on 4+/- acres. Spectacular
great room for entertaining with double height
stone fireplace. Newly renovated kitchen and
offers every possible amenity, gym, playroom,
large office with separate entrance. Views!

New Price $1,650,000

Shepaug River Compound
This Roxbury property simply has it all.
10 +/- acres with river frontage. 5-6 bedroom
main house with gourmet eat-in kitchen opens
to vaulted family room. Attached in-law
apartment. Gunite pool + Jacuzzi. Pool house/
guest house. Uber chic party barn/game room.

New Price $5,800,000

Long Western Views
Dramatic views from all rooms of this well
located home in a private Roxbury location.
Open floor plan with great room and stone
fireplace. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths with main
floor master. Finished walk-out basement for
playroom or office. Large flat lawn. 2 car garage.

New Price $595,000

Washington Shingle-Style
Stunning country retreat with 4 bedrooms,
4 baths on 10+/- private acres. Many recent
upgrades. Vaulted great room. Chef’s kitchen,
exercise room and sauna. Har -Tru lighted
tennis court and heated pool/spa. Located in
prestigious area near Steep Rock hiking.

New Price $1,695,000

Elegant Litchfield Home
1930’s Colonial Williamsburg home with
5 bedrooms, 3.2 baths. Renovated eat-in kitchen
with adjoining butler’s pantry. Spectacular
living room, 5 fireplaces, library, screened porch
and game room. Private location, walk to town
and Litchfield Country Club. 4+/- in town acres.

New Price $1,500,000

Exceptional Views and Privacy
Shingle style home with 5 bedrooms, 7.1 baths.
Completely renovated exterior. Pool with
cabana, 4 car garages, separate guest apartment,
finished lower level with media room/play
room. Overlooks protected farm land and Steep
Rock Land Trust in A+++ Washington location.

New Price $3,650,000

Fresh Spring Prices!
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