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860-868-0511
Exceptional Views and Privacy

Shingle style home overlooks protected farm
land and Steep Rock Land Trust in one of
Washington’s A+++ locations. Completely
renovated on the exterior. Pool with cabana, 4 car
garage with guest apartment, large finished lower
level with media/play room.

New Price $4,250,000

Litchfield Landmark
The Ozias Seymour house built in 1806 is
an iconic South Street colonial. 8 bedrooms,
6.3 baths. Extensively renovated yet preserving
the historic details. Designed for modern living
with formal and comfortable spaces. Walking
distance to the Green.

New Listing $1,550,000

Private Woodbury Setting
Well maintained colonial with 3 bedrooms,
2.1 baths. Open living/dining area with fireplace.
Breezeway to over-sized 2 car garage. 9+/- acres
with stone walls and fields. Set on private quiet
country road.

New Price $375,000

Western Views
Dramatic views from all rooms of this well
located home in a private Roxbury location. Open
floor plan with great room and stone fireplace.
3 bedrooms, 3 baths with main floor master.
Finished walk-out basement for playroom or
office. Large flat lawn. 2 car garage.

New Listing $695,000

Perfect Washington Colonial
Many recent upgrades. 4 bedroom home at
top of Nettleton Hollow abuts large land trust
areas. Gourmet kitchen opens to great room to
screened porch and deck. Low-chlorine pool.
All flat usable yard with long private driveway.
Priced to sell!

New Price $947,500

Taunton Hill Antique
Walk to Rock Ridge Country Club. 5 bedrooms,
4.1 baths. Many renovations including spacious
main floor master with vaulted ceiling. Charm
filled interior. Extensive stone terraces mature
plantings, pea stone pathways and open lawn
areas. Attached guest cottage and separate gym.
New Listing $1,100,000 on 2.9 acres, $995,000 on 1.27 acres

Only Treats…

LCT

Old School Justice
By John Fitts

LITCHFIELD — American law
came full circle in Litchfield Thursday
as a group of young scholars came to
one of the profession’s most historic
places to see the state judicial system in
action.

Thursday morning, the Connecticut
Appellate Court heard two arguments
at the historic Litchfield Law School,
part of the historic Tapping Reeve com-
plex near the center of town.

Chief Judge Alexandra D. DiPen-
tima said it was a poignant day sitting
in the 1784 structure where Tapping
Reeve taught the intricacies of law to so
many historical figures. Next door, nine
students from Howard Winterson’s law
and justice class at Northwestern Re-
gional School District No. 7 watched
the proceedings on closed-circuit tele-
vision.

Many involved said those historic
aspects, combined with the educational
opportunities and impending changes
in the area’s court system, made the day
special.

“It made it particularly meaningful
for all of us,” DiPentima said.

For the proceedings, DiPentima, two
other judges, attorneys, a small judicial
support staff and a handful of viewers
squeezed their way into the approxi-
mate 900-square foot one-room school-
house. Natural wood grain and simple
furnishings contrasted starkly with
bright spotlights, a CTN video crew,
plastic cups and a few iPads and laptops.

The students watched the proceed-
ings on closed-circuit television at The
Tapping Reeve House and listened in-
tently as attorneys argued the merits of

legal questions in two somewhat unusu-
al appeals that came down to technical
details. First was the interpretation of
the meaning and legislative intent of “in
plain view,” State of Connecticut v. John
Panek, a dismissed criminal case that
involved whether voyeurism charges
apply to the unauthorized recording or
photographing of a consensual sexual
act.

The second case, Maria Diaz v.
Manchester Memorial Hospital, comes
down to the concept of “constructive
notice.”The civil case involves a woman
who slipped and fell on a sidewalk dur-
ing the winter.

For the students there were a few
surprises, such as just how quickly the
judges interjected during statements,
challenging the attorneys’ interpreta-
tions.

After each case, the attorneys con-

ducted question-and-answer sessions
with the students, discussing law con-
cepts, case particulars and even how to
balance a healthy lifestyle with such a
demanding profession.

“This is a chance for them to see
issues discussed at a very high level,”
Winterson said.“This was absolutely in-
valuable to them.”

Danielle Erickson, a New Hartford
resident and senior at the school, is one
of the students who not only wants to
be an attorney but hopes to qualify for
an upcoming Moot (simulated) Court
tournament at Duke University.

“It was good to view how it’s done
and what to expect,” she said. “This just
shows how demanding of a profession
it is.”

The visit was part of the Appellate
Court’s “On Circuit” program, which
since 1996 has brought proceedings to

high schools and law schools, includ-
ing Litchfield High School in 2004 and
Kent School in 2009.

This session, however, was the first
time a visit has had such an historic un-
dertone.

Superior Court Judge John A. Dana-
her III brought the idea to DiPentima,
who agreed. The project involved many
partners, including the Connecticut
Judicial Branch, Litchfield Historical
Society and the Litchfield County Bar
Association.

Historical Society Director Cathy
Fields said it was “gratifying” to see the
court in action in such a historic setting.

“It was fabulous,” she said.
Because of the small setting, legal

experts also visited Northwestern Re-
gional School No. 7 beforehand so all 25
kids in the class could familiarize them-
selves with the case and learn about the
process.

Regina N, Wexler, a Torrington-
based attorney and chair of the Bar
Association’s law day committee, said
the groups worked hard to also make
Thursday a valuable experience.

“We tried to concentrate on the
quality of their experience,” she said. “I
think the kids were very engaged.”

With the Bantam Superior Court
and Litchfield Judicial District Court-
house due to be absorbed into the new
courthouse under construction in Tor-
rington, the Bar Association and the
Historical Society are also working on
many other special events and exhibits,
Wexler said. She anticipates that next
year’s Law Day celebration in early
May, will be the last during which the
Litchfield courthouses will be in opera-
tion.
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Connecticut Appellate Court Judge Eliot Prescott
leads fellow judges Alexandra DiPentima and Michael
Sheldon from the Tapping Reeve House in Litchfield to
the Litchfield Law School building to hear two cases on
Thursday.
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Attorneys Megan L.Piltzof Sabatini and Associates and Michael D. Neubert of Neubert, Pepe and
Monteith talk to students from Northwestern Regional School District No. 7 at the historic Litchfield
Law School.
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Judges Michael R. Sheldon, Chief Judge Alexandra D. DiPentima and Eliot D.
Prescott.


