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FEATURED AGENT

Originally from upstate New York,  

Dean Chiusano first landed in Southwest Florida at 22 

years old. After graduating from Stonehill College in Easton, 

Massachusetts, Dean received an opportunity to enter the 

financial industry with a small hedge fund. So he packed his 

bags and headed south to begin anew.

Freedom
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Naples was still a growing city in the early 2000s. Much of the 
population was advanced in age, but that didn’t phase Dean; 
he’s always considered himself something of an old soul.

“People always said it must be tough being 22 in Naples, 
but I come from a close Italian family where I spent so much 
time with my grandparents and their generation. I welcomed 
the opportunity. I loved the idea that I could make my own 
hours, play golf, and be in a beautiful place,” Dean shares. “My 
boss gave me the opportunity to move back to New York, but 
I settled into the lifestyle and I found I loved it. I met my wife 
down here, and we built a life.”

Career Shift 

Dean devoted his professional energy to trading the domestic 
IPO market for the next decade. However, after more than 
10 years in the industry, he was ready for a change. The IPO 
market became volatile, and the addressable market declined, 
leaving Dean — and his earnings — at the mercy of the 

fluctuating economy. The uncertainty led him to consider a 
change toward a career in real estate.

“Around 2015, I noticed the IPO market shift. My wife 
works full-time at a nine-to-five job and wanted me to keep 
my flexibility. She said, ‘How about a career in real estate?’ 
She’d done it in Pittsburgh and thought it could be a perfect 
fit. I could still do my finance job and ease my way into selling 
homes,” Dean explains.

It took Dean a couple of years to make the transition, but he 
was actively selling real estate by 2017. Over the ensuing years, 
he slowly reduced his finance work as his real estate business 
grew. While he still dabbles in IPO trading on the side, his 
primary focus is now real estate sales.

Making a Difference with Real Estate 

Today, Dean is a full-time agent with John R. Wood Properties. 
He’s on a small team led by his mentor, Dave Russ, who has 
taken Dean under his wings and given him the confidence to 

I WELCOMED THE 

OPPORTUNITY. I loved the 

idea that I could make my 

own hours, play golf, and 

be in a beautiful place.” 

Dean Chiusano is a REALTOR® with John R. Wood Properties.
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Words of Wisdom 
“If you get into real estate, find yourself a mentor, 
someone to help guide you when you get started.”

– Dean Chiusano

run a top business. Dean closed just over $9 million in  
2023 and was tracking to finish 2024 in the $8 million to  
$10 million range.

Over the past seven years, Dean has fallen in love with 
service and relationship building.

“Having the finance position be my first job out of college, 
I didn’t have a lot of personal interaction,” he reflects. “I was 
working with brokers in different cities and worked in a small 
company, so dealing with the general public wasn’t something I 
was used to. Getting to know people and learning how to work 
with them was exciting and eye-opening for me. In finance, 
you’re not really helping people. I was trading a security. In 
real estate, I’m actually making a difference in people’s lives. 
That’s what I like most about it. People need guidance as they 

move to their next phase of life, and I’m able to provide that 
service. It’s very rewarding. I’m a people person, and I enjoy 
the social aspect. Real estate has connected me to so many 
wonderful people.”

Life in Southwest Florida 

Dean currently resides in the beautiful Verandah Club. 
Outside of work, you’ll find him spending time with 
his wife, Melissa, playing guitar, golfing, enjoying new 
restaurants, and traveling. He’s fully embraced the 
Southwest Florida lifestyle and feels immensely grateful for 
the life events that led him here.

“I’ve been blessed when it comes to my work, my life, 
and my family,” Dean smiles. “I’m very blessed.”

Free consultations

Our GAF lifetime roof system includes a 25 year 
workmanship warranty.

Locally owned and operated with 30+ years of 
combined experience.

Veterans, Active Duty Military, First Responders 
and Teachers Discounts.

855-SCM-ROOF
scmroofingfl.com

Licensed Florida Contractor #CCC1331132

SCM ROOFING is a GAF MasterElite Roofing Contractor

By focusing on roofing we are able to offer a 
competitive price, exceptional customer service 
and outstanding quality!

"SCM Roofing was amazing and much faster than the 
  others I called.. " -Wesley Chapel Homeowner

"Professional. Quick & Easy. Would definitely use again." 
  -Tampa Homeowner

"Very Professional. Knowledgeable guys and zero trash 
  was left behind!." -Tampa Homeowner


